
 

 

MY PROMISE IS GREATER THAN MY PAIN 
God of Justice 

 
INTRODUCTION 
The bible has a lot to say about injustice and oppression. Through the study of God’s word we 
find that God is a God of justice. He sees the needs of the poor, afflicted and oppressed. He 
hears the cry of the forgotten. As God’s people, God expects us to be people of justice and 
stand up for those that are oppressed. 
 
WORD 
 

I.How long shall I cry out!!  
“O Lord, how long shall I cry for help, and you will not hear? Or cry to you “Violence!” and you 
will not save? Why do you make me see iniquity, and why do you idly look at wrong? 
Destruction and violence are before me; strife and contention arise. So law is paralyzed, and 
justice never goes forth. For the wicked surround the righteous; so justice goes forth perverted.” 
Habakkuk 1:2-4 ESV 

• The Prophet has an issue with God.   
• You have a right to feel the way you feel 
• Feel it but don’t become a victim to it 
• Indifference is the illness of the soul that causes you to become passive 
• Apathy and indifference are deadly. They cause the death of justice, activism, vigilance, 

freedom and liberty 
 

II. America is reaping what it has sown 
“Whoever sows injustice will reap calamity, and the rod of his fury will fail.” 

ESV 22:8 Proverbs  
• I am for protest and the use of our first amendment rights  
• I do not advocate or condone rioting or looting - it could become a distraction to the 

fundamental issues that we’re fighting for but I understand it. 
• Martin Luther King Jr. had this to say about rioting: 

 
“Certain conditions continue to exist in our society, which must be condemned as vigorously as 
we condemn riots. But in the final analysis, a riot is the language of the unheard. And what is it 
that America has failed to hear? It has failed to hear that the plight of the Negro poor has 
worsened over the last few years. It has failed to hear that the promises of freedom and justice 
have not been met. And it has failed to hear that large segments of white society are more 
concerned about tranquility and the status quo than about justice, equality and humanity. And 
so in a real sense our nation’s summers of riots are caused by our nation’s winters of delay. And 
as long as America postpones justice, we stand in the position of having these recurrences of 
violence and riots over and over again. Social justice and progress are the absolute guarantors 
of riot prevention.” - Dr. Martin Luther King 
 
III. A Talk With Jeffrey Michael 

a. My son saw parts of the video - I asked him a question: What did you think about 
what you saw? Reply: “I was scared.” Why? Reply: “Because it was the police that were doing 
that to that man. But I know that all policemen are not that way.”  
b. Don’t fall into the trap of buying into stereotypes.  
c. There are bad apples everywhere. 
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d. At the end of the day, it is not a black vs. white issue or a law enforcement vs. 
community issue - it’s a Human Rights issue. 
 
IV. God is a God of Justice 

He is a God of love but he is also a God of justice! 
 
“To crush underfoot all the prisoners of the earth, to deny a man justice in the presence of the 
Most High, to subvert a man in his lawsuit, the Lord does not approve.” 

ESV 36-3:34 Lamentations  
 
““Cursed is anyone who withholds justice from the foreigner, the fatherless or the widow.” Then 
all the people shall say, “Amen!”” 

 27:19 Deuteronomy  
 
“Whoever says to the guilty, “You are innocent,” will be cursed by peoples and denounced by 
nations.” 

NIV 24:24 Proverbs  
 
“He who justifies the wicked and he who condemns the righteous are both alike an abomination 
to the Lord.” 

ESV 17:15 Proverbs  
 
“Justice is indivisible. You can't decide who gets civil rights and who doesn't.” - Angela Davis 
 
“The Sacred rights of mankind are not to be rummaged for among old parchments or musty 
records. They are written, as with a sunbeam, in the whole volume of human nature, by the 
hand of Divinity itself, and can never be erased or obscured by mortal power.” - Alexander 
Hamilton  

• The rights of life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness are human rights.  
 
“Hope deferred makes the heart sick, but a desire fulfilled is a tree of life.” - Proverbs 
13:12 

• For the Africian American, the poor, the disfranchised - the hope that America 
has promised of life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness has not been a reality. 

• That hope deferred has caused hearts to grow sick with pain, anguish and 
hopelessness. 

 
V. We must take Action 

“This is what the Lord says: Do what is just and right. Rescue from the hand of the oppressor, 
the one who has been robbed. Do no wrong or violence to the foreigner, the fatherless or the 
widow, and do not shed innocent blood in this place.” 

NIV 22:3 Jeremiah  
 
“Wash yourselves; make yourselves clean; remove the evil of your deeds from before my eyes; 
cease to do evil, learn to do good; seek justice, correct oppression; bring justice to the 
fatherless, plead the widow’s cause.” 

ESV 17-1:16 ahIsai  
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 “Speak up for those who cannot speak for themselves; ensure justice for those being crushed. 
Yes, speak up for the poor and helpless, and see that they get justice.” 

NLT 9-31:8 Proverbs  
 
“If you are neutral in situations of injustice, you have chosen the side of the oppressor. If an 
elephant has its foot on the tail of a mouse, and you say that you are neutral, the mouse will not 
appreciate your neutrality.”  - Desmond Tutu 
 

• It is not an option for us, no matter our position or race, we must speak up for justice in 
this day and in this hour. 

• The least of us do not appreciate the neutrality of those of us who feel like they are 
unaffected by injustice.  

 

“The righteous care about justice for the poor, but the wicked have no such concern.” 
NIV 29:7 Proverbs  

 
Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere. We are caught in an inescapable network 
of mutuality, tied in a single garment of destiny. Whatever affects one directly, affects all 
indirectly."  - Dr. king 

• We must speak up for justice because God is a God of Justice! 
 
VI. What You Can Do 

“Courage is nothing less than the power to overcome danger, misfortune, fear, injustice, while 
continuing to affirm inwardly that life with all its sorrows is good; that everything is meaningful 
even if in a sense beyond our understanding.” - Dorthy Thompson  

• Action takes courage and courage must be renewed in our hearts. 
• Find courage to keep believing and keep trusting that change will come. 

 
FOUR THINGS WE CAN DO: 

1. Keep Praying - This is a Spiritual and Systemic Problem 
• “We don’t wrestle against flesh and blood…” Ephesians 6:12 
• Pull down strongholds of racism, bigotry and systemic racism. 
• Pray for hearts to be opened to Love and Justice. 

2. Email and Call our Elected Officials 
• Tell them that we don’t want injustice in our communities. 
• We want change and want them to stand with us.  

3. Get Involved  
• All hands on deck! 
• Find a movement and participate or act with your church. 

4. Vote on every level - local, state and federal 
• We need your voice to be heard. 

 

VII. Keep your Eyes on the Prize 
“Then the LORD answered me and said: “Write the vision And make it plain on tablets, That he 
may run who reads it. For the vision is yet for an appointed time; But at the end it will speak, and 
it will not lie. Though it tarries, wait for it; Because it will surely come, It will not tarry.” 

NKJV 3-2:2 Habakkuk  
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• What is the promise: Justice will be served, Equality experienced by all mankind, Racial 
Harmony will come to our cities. God is still at work bringing His purpose and plan to 
pass.  

• Keep believing that love is better than hate; peace is better than chaos; justice is better 
than injustice and good will win over evil. 

• Let us not grow weary in doing well! 
 


